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A inetho<} for 3ppXyin9 drywall mud to drywall tape allowing for 
lengthy stoppages in a drywall application proceaa comprises 
iQ threading the drywall tape through mud in a container. When 
the drywall process ia interrupted, a strip of material is 
attached to at least one surface of the drywall tape between 
the roll and the container. The strip of material is 

substantially longer than the distance across the container 

19 and has a tensile strength substantially unaffected by 
prolonged exposure to drywall mud. The drywoJLX tape with 
attached material is drawn through the container until both 
ends of the strip of material extend outside the container on 
opposite sides thereof. The container is sealed and the 

20 apparatus^ with tape still threaded through the container may 
now be left for a prolonged period of time. When it is 
desired to ra-ooomence the drywall process, the drywall tape 
and applied material is drawn through the slots until the 
material exits the container and is torn off and discarded, 

2S leaving a free end of drywall tape outside the container 
available for grasping and pulling more drywall tape. The 
material is conveniently adhesive tape. An apparatus for 
conveniently applying mud to drywall tape is also provided. 
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AMMUMTUS JUP JfltgBQP TOU MWdEHTO MOP TO OKX^Mf Mtfg 



This invmtlon is in ths fisld of construction msthods snd in 

10 particular methods for applying dryvall mud to dryvall tape. 

Orywall finishing requirea that joints and comers be finished 
IB by applying drywall mud thereto, allowing the mud to dry, and 
sanding smooth. Several coats may be required to provide a 
smooth finish that is satisfactory. The initial coat on a 
joint comprises a paper or mesh strip, coicsnohly called drywall 
tape, which is coated with mud and then applied over the 
20 joint i Where the job is done by hand, a coat of mud is 
generally applied to the joint, the tape is pressed into this 
mud, and another layer of aud is applied over the tape. 

Also known axe apparatuses for applying nud to drywall tape by 
2B drawing the tapa through slots on one side or each side of a 
pail of mud. Such apparatuses are disclosed in United States 
Patent Numbers 5,676,793 to Kartin et al.; 5,242,495 to 
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5 Hanmond et al.i and 5r 498^287 to Barnfield. These 
demonstrate e relatively aimple and effective means of coating 
drywalX tape with mud. 

If left standing in these prior art containers, papar drywall 
u} tape becomes saturated and deteriorates to the point where 
same can no longer withstand the force required to pull it 
throu^ the container of nud. Should the drywall procedure be 

interrupted for a period of time, tho tape may break %«hen neact 
the operator pulls on the free end of the tape extending from 

18 the bucket. The operator of the Barnfield or Hammond devices 
muat then remove the mud from the container and re-othread 
fresh tape through the slots in the container. The Kartin 
device doee provide a feeder plate and guide for installation 
in the container for pulling the tape through the mud and 

20 container alota. 

smetna r of mk imvmi'xcbi 



as It is an object of the present invention to provide a simpler 
economical method and apparatus that sllows for use of a 
slotted container of mud with drywall tape drawn through the 
slots and the mud/ on an intermittent basis, such that the 
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5 open container top could be sealed, and the drywall tape 1 ft 
threaded through the al^ts, for extended periods^ suoh as from 
one day to the neatt/ or longer. 

It la a further object of the invention to provide an 
u» apparatus for conveniently applying drywall sud to drywall 
tape* 

The invention aoooopllehes the object in one aepect by 
providing a container with acceaa through alots in opposing 

IS Bidevalls to thread a free end of a roll of drywall tape. A 
free end of a roll of drywall tape ie threaded from onteide 
the container through a firat alot, then through the 
containerr then through a second slot to the outside of the 
container. Drywall mud is placed into the container to a 

^ level above the drywall tape and the drywall tape is drawn 
through the slots, thereby coating same with drywall mud. 
Coated drywall tape is torn off while leaving a free end of 
drywall tape outside the container available for grasping and 
pulling more drywall tape* 

When the drywall process is intem^ed# a strip of material, 
such as adhesive tape, is attaohed to at least one surface of 
the drywall tape between the roll and the first slot. The 
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5 Strip of adhesive tape is substantially longer than the 
distance across the container and has a tensile strength 
substantially unaffected by prolonged exposure to drywali nmd. 
The drywali tape with attached adhesive tape, is drawn 
through the first and second slots until a first end of the 

to strip of adhesive tape extends outside the container and a 
second end of the adhesive tape remains between the roll and 
the first slot. The open top of the container is sealed and 
the apparatus, with tape still threaded through tho container 
may now be left for a prolonged period of tine. While the 

15 drywali tape in the container will deteriorate, the adhesive 
tax>e will not. 

. When it is desired to re-comence the drywali process, the 

drywali tai>e and applied adhesive tape is drawn through the 
20 Slots imtil the second end of the strip of adhesive tape exits 
the container through the second slot. The strip of adhesive 
tape and attached drywali tape is torn off and discarded, 
leaving a free end of drywali tape outside the container 
available for grasping and pulling oiore drywali tape. 

as 

Some drying and solidification of the xmad adjacent to the 
slots can occur. This can result in undesirable granules of 
dried raud on the coated drywali tape when the process is 
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5 reatartttd. The slots may be plugged or teped over t prevent 

drying of the mud. Alternatively 

The method is suitable for emell j^8# since mud coated 
drywell tape is always qaickly available, and an apparatus can 
&o be stored for relatively lengthy periods. 

In a second aspect the invention provides an apparatus for 
applying drywall mud to drywall tape« con\prising a basOf 
having a flat bottom surface/ a roll end and a dispensing end; 

IB a container including an opea top^ sidewalls and a floor, and 
attached to an upper surfaco of the base, between the roll end 
and dispensing end. A first slot is defined by one sidewali 
facing the roll end, and a second slot, is defined by an 
opposite sidewall facing the dispensing end of the base. The 

26 slots are located in proximity to the container floor. A 
cover is operative to releasably seal the open top of the 
container. A roll feeding mender extends upwards from the 
roll end of the base. Heans are provided to releasably and 
rotatably mount a roll of drywall tape on the roll feeding 

25 member, about a substantially horizontal axis, such that a 
lower extremity of the roll of drywall, tape is above the 
bottom surface of the base. 
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While the inventioft id claimed in the concluding portions 
hereof, preferred embodiments are provided in the accoiqpAnyino 
10 detailed deacription which may be beet understood in 
conjunction with the accompanying diagrams where like parts in 
each of the several diagrams are labeled with like numbers, 
and where: 

IB Fig. 1 is a side view of an apparatus for applying mud to 

drywall tape/ 

Fig. 2 is a top view of the apparatus of Fig. 1; 

20 Figs. 4 - 4B are side views of the apparatus of Fig.l 

showing the operation thereof; 

Fig. 5 is a top view of a piece of adhesive tape applied 

to a length of drywall tape; 

as 

Fig. 6 Is a side view of a slot in a container and a 
strip of drywall tape and attached plastic adhesive 
strip; 
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Fig* 7 is an end view of the slot, a strip of drywaXI 
tape and attached plastic adhesive strip of Fig. 6. 

Figs- X and 2 ilXuatrate an apparatus for applying drywall mad 
to drywall tape. 

18 The apparatus conipriaea a base Ir having a flat bottom surface 
2 for resting on a tabXe or floor# a toll end 3 and a 
dispensing end 4. A container 5 is attached to the upper 
surface 6 of the base 1, between the roll end 3 and the 
dispensing end 4. The container 5 includes an open top 1, 

ao sidswalls 8 and a floor 9. A first slot 10 is defined by one 
sidewaXX 8r facing the roXX end 3 of the base X, and a second 
slot 11 is defined by an opposite sidewall 8d facing the 
dispensing end 4 of the base 1. The slots 10/ 11 are located 
in proximity to the floor 9 of the container 5. A cover 12 is 

AS operative to releasably seal the open top 7 of the container 
5. 

A roll feeding member 13 extends upwards from the voXX end 3 
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8 of the base 1» In the illustrated eznbodinent, the roll 
feeding member 13 and baae 2 are integral, with the roll 
deeding member 13 being a bent upvarda extension of the baae 
2. A roll of drywall tape 14 ia releaaably and rotatably 
mounted on the roll feeding member 13, about a substantially 
10 horizontal axis such that a lower extremity 14a of the roll of 
drytrall taps 14 is above the bottom surface 2 of the base 1. 
The roll 14 may then rotate freely. 

The slots 10/ 11 defined by the sidewalls 8 are aubstantially 
ifl horizontal in the illuatrated embodiment. This orientation 
aeecoraodates feeding from the roll of dryrall tapo 14, however 
the slots 10/ 11 could be oriented vertically or somewhere In 
between. 

20 A gap 16 is defined by the roll feeding member 13 to 
acoommodate the roll of drywall t«^ 14. The means to 
releaaably and rotatably mount the roll of drywall tape 14 
conprises a horizontal rod IS extending across the top of the 
gap 16. A shaft 17 I9 attached at each end of the rod 15 

2B substantially perpendicular to the horizontal rod 15 and 
parallel to each other. in the illustrated embodiment the 
shafts 17 and rod 15 are integral/ the shafts 17 being sinply 
bent from the rod 15 • The illustrated shafts 17 are 
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5 8ubdtantially parrallel and are slldlngly received in 
apertures 18 defined by the roll feeding member 13 on each 
side of the gap 16. The rod 15 may thua be readily removed 
from the apparatus for removing or replacing the roll of 
drywall tape 14. 

i« 

The illustrated apparatus can be used to practice the method 
of the invanticn for applying drywall mud to dryvall tape 
allowing for lengthy stoppages in a drywall application 
process • 

15 

A free end 20 of a roll of drywall tape 14 Is threaded from 

outside the container 5 through the first alot 10/ then 
through the container 5r then through the second slot 11 to 
the outside of the container 5. Drywall mud 21 is placed into 

20 the container 5 to a level above the drywall tape 22. The 
drywall tape 22 is drawn through the slots 10 f 11 thereby 
coating same with drywall mud 21. The coated drywall tape 22c 
is torn off as needed while always leaving a free end 20 of 
drywall tape 22 outside the containar 5 available for grasping 

85 and pulling more drywall tape 22. 

When the drywall process is interrupted^ such as when the work 
day is finished* none of the prior art allows the drywall tape 
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s 22 to be left in mud 21, as th paper drywall tape will very 
^ickly deteriorate by absorbing moisture from the mud 21 such 
that when it is attempted to grasp the free end 20 of the 
drywall tape 22 and pull more through the container 5, the 
drywall tape 22 will break. The operator must then remove mud 
xo 21 fr^ the container 5 and re-thread drywall tape 22 through 
the container 5» 

To avoid this there is attached to the drywall tape 22, 
between the roll 14 and the first slot 10, a strip of material 

15 having a tensile strength substantially unaffected by 
prolonged exposure to drywall mud 21. The strip of material 
is substantially longer than the distance across the container 
5 between the first and second slots 10, 11 4 The strip may be 
attached to the drywall tape 22 by adhesives, staples or 

20 similar means. 

The strip of material may be plastic film 23 such as is 
Illustrated in Fig. 3, whose tensile strength is unaffected by 
exposure to mud 21 and is also impervious to moisture from mud 
25 21. The plastic film 23 is attached to the drywall tape 22 by 
singly wrapping same around the drywall tape 22 bo as to 
surround a portion of drywall tape 22 and prevent moisture 
from the mud 21 contacting the portion of drywall tape 22. 
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s The seam 23d nay be sealed with glue r tape* This method 
prevents deterioration of the drywall tape 22 and allows same 
to remain in the mud 21 for prolonged periods and pulled 
through the container 5 at a later time. 

10 Altsrnativoly^ as illustrated in Figs. A, 4A and 48/ a strip 
of plastic adhesive tape 25 that is longer than the distance 
between the first and second slots lO^ 11« is adhesively 
attached to one side of the drywall tape 22 between the roll 
14 and the first slot 10. The attachment must be strong 

14 enough that the adhesive tape 25 will bring the drywall tape 
22 with It when drawn through the slots 10, 11. 

The drywall tape 22 with attached strip of material/ such ae 
either the plastic film 23 or adhesive tape 25, Is drawn 

20 through the first and second slots 10, 11 until a first end 30 
of the strip of material 23, 25 extends outside the container 
5 and a second end 31 of the strip of material 23, 23 remains 
between the roll 14 and the first slot 10. The oontainer 5 Is 
sealed by installing the cover 12 on the open top 7 of the 

SB container 5. The slots 10, 11 may also be sealed with tape or 
plugs to prevent solidification of the mud 21 adjacent thereto 
and subseciuent troublesome granules of dried mud adhering to 
the drywall tape 22. 



CA 02316427 2000-06-15 

nea^nd 6-15*00; 8:03AM;Purin«A s kaimo Roa cipu: titinv/pym jue 4»9 ov^o p 1// au 

r*K 776-02*01 

Page 14 
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Alternatively, as llluetrated in Figs* 6 and 7, the elots 10/ 
11 may be sealed by providing a strip of materialr such as 
plastic adhesive strip 26, that has a width substantially 
equal to the vldth of the drywalX tape 22 and a thickness such 
LO ^hat tho drywall tapo 22 and attachad plastic adhoaive atrip 
26 substantially fill the first and second slots 10, 11 whmn 
same are drawn therethrough, thereby substantially sealing the 

slots 10, 11. Typically, for the ooranon two inch wido drywall 
tape 22, the slots 10, 11 will be 2*125 inches wide and about 

15 .06 inches deep. 

The apparatus may then be left standing as illustrated in Pig. 
4a for a prolonged period of time, when it is desired again 
to coat more drywall tape 22 with mud 21, the drywall tax>e 22 

30 and applied strip of material 23, 23 are drawn through the 
slots 10, 11 until the second end 31 of the strip of material 
23, 25 exits the container 5 through the second slot 11 as ill 
in Pig. 4B. The strip of material 23^ 25 and attached 
portion of drywall tape 22, may then be torn off and 

ta discarded* leaving a free end 20 of drywall tape 22 outside 
the container 5 available for grasping and pulling more 
drywall tape 5 through the container 5. 



I 
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9 Xn Figs* 4, 4 A and 4B, a s cond strip of dhesive tape 25a is 
adh«siv«ly attached to the drywall tape 22 on a side thereof 
opposite the strip of adhesive tape 25r however in x&ost 
situations a strip of adhesive tape 25 on one side of the 
drywalX tape 22 should sufficer provided the portion extending 
10 between tho roll 14 and first slot 10 is adhered strongly 
enough to pull the dryvall tape through the container S. As 
illustrated in Fig. 5, Cor maximum strength of adhesion, the 

adhosivo tapo 25 has a width substantially oqual to a width of 
the drywall tape 22. 

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 
prinoiples of the invention. Further, since numerous changes 
and siodifications will readily occur to those skilled in the 
artf it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
ao construction and operation shown and described/ and 
accordingly, all such suitable changes or modifications in 
structure or operation which may be resorted to are intended 
to fall within the scope of the claimed invention. 



I 
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1. A method for applying drywall mud to drywall tape 
alloving for lengthy stoppages in a drywall application 

process, said method con^rising: 



threading a free end of a roll of drywall tape from 
out aide a container through a firet slot, then through 
said container, then through a second slot to the outside 
of said container; 

placing drywall mud into said container to a level above 
the drywall tape; 



drawing said drywall tape through said slots, thereby 
coating same with drywall mud, 

tearing off coated drywall tape while leaving a free end 
of drywall tmpm outside said container available for 
grasping and pulling more drywall tape; 
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attaching to said drywall tapa, batwaan aaid roll and 
said first slot, a strip of material 

having a tensile strength substantially unaffected by 
prolonged exposure to drywall mud, said strip of material 
being substantially longer than the distance between said 
first and second slotS/ 

drawing said drywall tape with attached strip of material 
through said first and second slots until a first end of 
aaid strip of material extends outside said container and 
a second end of aaid strip of material remains between 

said roll and said first slot; 

sealing said container; 

drawing said drywall tape and applied strip of material 
through said slots until said second end of said strip of 
material exits said container through said second slot; 

tearing off and discarding said strip of material and 
attached drywall tape, leaving a free end of drywall tape 
outside said container available for grasping and pulling 
more coated drywall tape. 



CA 02316427 2000-06-15 
o vjww,ruf man tt naiiiQ Hg« ClPO: flling/pyfflt 30$ 359 6996 • 21/ 30 

F*K 776-02-01 

Pag 18 



Th« method of Claun 1 whor«iii said strip of matorial I9 
adhesive tape and wherein same is adhesively attached to 
said drywall tape. 



3. The method of Claim 1 wherein said atrip of material has 
a width substantially e^al to a width of said drywali 
tape and a thicknesa 9uch that said drywail tape and 
attached strip of material aubatantially fill said first 
and second slots when same are drawn therethrough, 
thereby substantially sealing said first and second 
slots. 

4- The method of Claim 1 wherein said strip of material is 
iiQ>ervious to moisture from mud and wherein same is 
attached to said drywail tape so as to surround a portion 
of drywali tape and prevent moisture from said mud 
contacting said portion of drywail tape. 



5. 



The method of Clain 2 further comprising adhesively 
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ttdching a second 3trip of dheaiv tape t said drywall 
tape on a side thereof opposite a first atrip of adhesive 
tape* 

6. The method of Clains 2 or 5 wherein aaid adKeelve cape 
has a width substantially equal to a width of said 
drywall tape. 

7. The method of any of Claims 1-6 further ooa^rising 
rotstably mounting said roll of drywall tape adjacent to 
said container. 

8. The method of any of Claims 1-7 wherein said container 
includes an open top and wherein sealing said container 
is accomplished by sealing said open top. 

9. The method of Claims 8 wherein sealing said container 
further Includes sealing said slots. 
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10. Thd method of claim 9 vherein said al ts are aealed by 
adhasivtt tapa. 

11. The method of any of Claims 1 - lO wherein said container 
coniprisas sidewalls and a floor, and whorain aaid aiots 
ara aubstantlally horizontal and located on opposing 
aidewalls in proximity to said floor. 

12. A motnod for applying drywall mud to drywaXl tape 
allowing for lengthy stoppages in a drywall application 
process, said method cofldptiaing: 

threading a free end of a length of drywall taps, from a 
roll of drywall tape, from outside a container throu^ a 
first slot, then through said container, then through a 
second slot to the outside of said container; 

placing drywall mud into said container to a level above 
the drywall tape; 



drawing said drywall tape through said container and 
slots, thereby coating same with drywall mud. 
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tearing off coated drywall tapa While leaving a free end 

of drywall tape outaide aaid container available for 
grasping and pulling more drywall tape; 

adheaively attaching a first strip of adhaeiva tapa to 
one aide of aaid drywall tape between aaid roll and aaid 
first slot, said first strip of adhesive tape being 

atibatantially longer than the distance between said first 

and second slots r said adhesive tape having a tensile 
strength substantially unaffected by prolonged exposure 
to drywall mud; 

drawing said drywall tape with attached adhesive tape 

through said first and second slots until a first end of 
said first atrip of adhesive tape extends outside aaid 
container and a second end of said first strip of 
adhesive tape remains between said roll and said first 
slot; 

sealing aaid container; 



drawing aaid drywall tape and applied adhesive tape 
through said slots until said second end of said first 
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strip of adheaivd tap^ «xits said container ttirough said 
sAcond slot; 



toaring off and discarding said first strip of adhesive 
tops and attached dxywall tapa« laaving a fraa and of 
drywall tape outside said container available for 
grasping and pulling moca drywall taps. 



13. An ajn^ratua for applying drywall mud to drywall tape, 
said apparatus con^rising: 

a base, having a flat bottom surface^ a roll end and a 
dispansing and; 

a container/ said container including an open top, 
sidevalla and a floor, aaid container attached to an 
upper aurface o£ aaid base, between said roll end and 
aaid dispensing end; 

a first slot defined by one said sidewall facing said 
roll end of said base/ and a second slot defined by an 
opposite sidewall facing aaid dispensing end of said 
base* aaid alots located in proximity to said floor; 
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a strip of material having a tanalla strength 
substantially unaffected by prolonged exposure to drywall 
mud, said strip of material being substantially longer 
than the distance between said first and second slots, 
■aid strip of matorial having a width no graator than a 

width Of said drywall tape; 

moans for attaching said strip of znatsrial to said 
drywall tape; 

a eovar oparative to releasably ssal said open top of 

said container; 

a roll feeding member extending upwards from said roll 
end of said base; 

means to releasably and rotatably mount a roll of drywall 
tape on said roll feeding member, about a substantially 
horizontal axis, such that a lower extronity of said roll 
of drywall tape is above said bottom surface of said 
base. 



. The apparatus of Claim 13 wherein said slots are 
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substantially horizontal , 

15. The apparatus of Claim 13 or 14 wherein said strip of 
material is an adhesive strip « 

16. The a^aratus of any of claims 13 - 15 wherein said 
strip of material haa a vidth substantially equal to a 
width of said drywall tape and a thic)cnes8 such that said 
drywall tape and attached strip of material substantially 
fill said first and second slots when same are drawn 
therethroufrh, thereby substantially sealing said first 
and second slots. 

17. The apparatus of any of Claims 13-16 wherein said roll 
feeding member defines a gap therethrough to aeeoBmodate 
a roll of drywall tape. 

18. The apparatus of any of Claims 13 - 17 wherein said 
iReans to releasably and rotatably mount a roll of drywall 
tape comprises a horizontal rod. 
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19 • Th« apparatus of Claim 17 wharain aald maana to 

raleasably and rotatably mount a roll of drywall tape 
cGoprisaa a horizontal rod axtandin^ acroaa a top portion 
of said ^ap, 

20. Tha apparatus of Claim Id further eompriain? a pair of 
parallel shafts, one at eaoh end of said horizontal rod 
and extending substantially perpendicular to said 
horisontal rod, said shafts slidingly receivable in 
apertures defined by said roll feeding meiriber. 
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